Thunder 
looks to 
Nugget 


After losing to the 
Spurs 103-99, OKC 
looks to Friday’s 
game against Denver. 
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Governor signs bills hiking 
taxes, raising teacher pay 


Norman, OKC districts 
to close for walkout 


BY RANDY ELLIS 
Staff Writer 
rellis@oklahoman.com 


Declaring it a “historic 
moment,” Gov. Mary Fal- 
lin signed major tax hike and 
teacher pay raise bills Thurs- 
day — signing the measures 
into law just days before teach- 
ers have announced plans to 
walk out of their classrooms. 

“We achieved something 
that we all thought might be 


impossible,” Fallin said. “It 
was not easy getting there.” 

Ultimately, lawmakers 
approved a bill that will hike 
teacher pay by an average of 
about $6,100 a year. 

“We will now be able to be 
second in the region in teacher 
pay,” Fallin said, adding that 
raises would average 15 to 18 
percent, depending on years of 
service. 

Whether that will be enough 
to stave off a prolonged teacher 
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walkout is yet to be deter- 
mined. Oklahoma Education 
Association leaders are still 
calling for schools to close 
Monday so teachers can make 
their voices heard at the Capi- 
tol. 

But State schools Superin- 
tendent Joy Hofmeister called 
approval of the teacher pay 
raise bill “a tremendous step 
forward for public education.” 
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BY TIM WILLERT 
Staff Writer 
twillert@oklahoman.com 


The leader of Oklahoma’s 
third-largest school district 
told teachers Thursday they 
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People pray during Mass before the Way of the Cross service at the Little Flower Catholic Church on Friday in Oklahoma City. 
[PHOTOS BY SARAH PHIPPS, THE OKLAHOMAN] 
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From left to right, Terry Hollars, Leticia Silver and Frank Zamora lead the service. 


BY CARLA HINTON Religion Editor chinton@oklahoman.com 


arishioners at Little Flower Catholic Church recently participated in the Stations of the Cross, a devotional practice 
that is also called “The Way of the Cross.” The “stations” depict Jesus’ final hours and are represented by a series of 
scenes created at churches in various ways, including sculptures, paintings and carvings. e Friday, an “Ecumenical 
Stations of the Cross” will be at noon at the Jesus Wept statue on the grounds of St. Joseph Old Cathedral, 307 
NW 4. e The annual downtown Oklahoma City event is a Good Friday tradition that regularly draws people from different 
Christian denominations. Each year, attentive crowd members join together as clergy leaders lead them through readings 
and Scripture reflecting Jesus’ journey to the cross. 


TODAY’S PRAYER 

God of salvation, what love is 
this, O my soul? Forgive us, for 
we know not what we do. Amen. 
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run the risk of alienating law- 
makers and eroding commu- 
nity support if they participate 
in a planned walkout. 

Edmond Public Schools 


SEE WALKOUT, 2A 


Report: 
Improper 


payments 
sent to OU 


from VA 


BY JUSTIN WINGERTER 
Staff Writer 
jwingerter@oklahoman.com 


The Oklahoma City VA 
Health Care System made 
nearly $7 million in improper 
payments to the University of 
Oklahoma’s medical school in 
2015 and 2016 — including pay- 
ing for the services of many 
medical students at times they 
were actually working else- 
where, a new federal report has 
revealed. 

“There is no assurance the 
health care system received the 
resident services that it paid 
for,” investigators wrote. 

Rowdy Gilbert, a spokesman 
for the university, said more 
than 100 OU physicians were 
made available to investiga- 
tors for interviews, along with 
4,100 pages of documents. 

“It is not alleged that the VA 
paid the College of Medicine 
for $6.9 million in services that 
it did not receive,” Gilbert said. 
“Rather, the...criticism is that 
the VA in Oklahoma City failed 
to comply with the VA’s inter- 
nal administrative procedures 
for record keeping and approv- 
ing payment.” 

Local VA and OU officials 
are reviewing their payment 
records to determine what 
reimbursements OU may owe. 

The report from the VA’s 
inspector general — the third 
report in the past week to find 
costly flaws at Oklahoma VA 
hospitals — also determined 
many part-time doctors were 
paid at times when there’s little 
to no evidence they were treat - 
ing patients. 

“The employees involved 
with oversight issues are no 
longer employed by VA,” said 
Wade Vlosich, the hospital’s 
director, “and the recom- 
mendations in this report have 
allowed us to strengthen our 
practices.” 

The report comes just three 
days after a VA inspector gen- 
eral report found shoddy con- 
tracting at Muskogee’s VA 
hospital wasted more than 
$13 million and six days after 
a similar report determined 
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